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TRANSLATORS 


died 
Shewing, what Credit may be given to the 
Matter of Fact related in the enfuing Nar: 


rative. 
T Hat we are to believe nothing but what 
: we have feen, is a rule fo falfe, that we 
dare not call our felves rational Creatures, and 
| .avouch it ; yet as irrational as. the Maxime +s, 
"tis become modifh with fome men; and thofe no. 
| very mean Wits neither, to make ufe of it ; and 
| though they will hardly own it in its full Lati- 
| tude, yet when it comes to Particulars, let the 
Reafoas to the contrary be never fo pregnant or 
|) comvincing, theyle bugg it as their facred An- 
chor, and l. b at all thofe credulous Wretches 
that, without feeing, are fo eafily chous'd into 


- 


‘|. Spirits amdWitehes,and Apparitions, which 


dmprudent Confidence. And this pitiful Stratagen— -. 
| we find pratlifed in no affair fo much as that of # 


THE. 
ral 
| 
| 
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The Preface. 
all be Fancies, and €2ypocondriack Dreams, and 
the effects of diftempered Brains, becaufe their own 
are fo to be able to,pierce into thofe\M, 
Steries. Ido not deny but the Imagination m ra 
5 fometime, deluded ; and wnelancholy People 
mayfancy they hear Voices, and fee very ftrange 
| other foundation but their 
Air, 


fo: neither muft all paffages of this nature we hear 
disat as felf-conceit, or derided 


when a perfon of Intellectuals finds no 


or 
fra 
C 
| 
be 
10n 
q 
ae 
jntnds to ebbles because they do look them, 
as Old Wives Fables , becaufe fome fmell ftrong m 
of Impofture and Sophiftication. We believemen 
of Reafon and Experience, and free from-Fumes,. 4 4 
e 
if 
wife for doin fo, why fhould any man fo much wha 
fearing asto be an Infidelin point of fuch ve 
Phaenomena’s, when even the moft judicious men 
have had of fuch paffages It feems to tan 
. no than madnefs to contradiét what both 4 
wife.and umife men. do unanimoufly agree in; 
and how ‘Fews, Heathens, Mahometans, and Chri- 70 
flians, both learned and unlearned, fhould come 
| £0, con{pite into this Cheat, as yet feems to me un- bi) 
accountable. If. fome few melancholy Monks, or 
‘Old Women had feen fuch Ghofts and Appari- for 
| tions, we might then fufpect that what they pree 
1, to have feen might be nothing, but the efett 


The Preface) 
f a-difordered Imagination: but when the while 
orld; astt were, and men of all Religions, men’ 
Ages too, have been forced, by ftrong evi- 
ences;*to acknowledge the truth of fuch occur- 
mces, Tkxow not what ftrength there can be in - 
be Argament drawn from the confent of Na- 
ions in things of a {ublimer nature, if here it 
of no efficacy. Men that have attempted to 
ade the places of Scripture which hi eak of 


hofts and Witches, we fee how they oe forced 
 turnand wind the Texts, and make, in a man- 
yer; Nofes of Wax of them, and rather {queeze 
than gather the fence, as if the holy Writers had 
poke like Sophifters, and not like men who made 
it their to condefcend to the capacity of: 
the Common people. Let aman put no force at 
if on thofe paffages of holy Writ, and then fee 
what fence they are like to yield. It’s ftrange to 
te how fome men have endeavoured to elude the 
ory of the Witch of Endor ; and as far as-T 
tan judge, they play more Hocus-Pocus tricks 
in the explication of that paljaze, than the Witch 
herfelf did in raifing the deceafed Samuel. To 
thofe Straits 1s Falfhood driven, while Truth 
loves Plains, and undifquifed Expreffions ; and 
Errour will feek out Holes and Labyrinths to 
bide itfelf, while Truth plays above-board, and 
feorns the fubterfuzes of the Sceptick Interpreter. 
Men and Brethren, Why fbould it feem a thing 
incredible with you that God fhould permit Spt- 
tits touppear, and the Devil to exert bis Power 
among 


ut 
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Bodies of condenfed Air, or to animate groffe 
fubjtances to themfelves to mortals mpo 
certain occafioms2 
_ Lam fo much a Prophet as to forefee what wil 

be the fate of. the enfuing ftory, nor can I Sup 
pole. that upon.the reading of it, mens verdict 
will be much changed from what they were, if the 
have fet this refolution , to believe nothing 
that looks like the [Ladow of an Apparition, thougl 
the things mentioned here cannot be unknown to 
any that have been converfant with forrain af-@ ane 
fairs of late years, And though there cannot be al cur 
greater evidence than the teftimony of a whole§ Re 
Kingdom , yet your nicer men will think it a di-@ the 
{paragement to them to believe it ; nor will it® faa 
ever extort Alfent from any that build the repu-§ of 
tation of their wit upon contraditting what hath® ter 
been received by the vulgar. to 
The paffages here related wrought fo great aj oth 


- Conflernation , not onely on the Natives, but th 


Strangers too, that the Heer ChriftianRumpt, te: 
then Reftdent. for the States General at Stock-§j to 


holm, thogght himfelf obliged to fend away bis th 


little Son for, Holland , left he fhould be endau-@ th 
gered by thefe villanous practices, which feem'd tt. 
threaten all the Inhabitants of the Kingdom.. And @ wi 
a friend of mine in Town, being then in Hol{ein, § th 
remembers very well that the Duke of Holitein § ba 


ent 


among men on. Earth God ever engageda |e 
his word to the contrary ; or is it againft the the 
nature of Spirits to affume airy Vehicles andthe. 


The Preface, 


hag the truth of this famous Witchcraft :. To whom 


ud the. King modeftly replied, That his Ju and 
oa and Children to be Burnt and Executed upon 
fuch pregnant. Evidences as were brought before 
them ; ut whether the Actions they conféffed, 
ia and which were proved againft them, were real, 
or onely effects Fi Stron¢ Imagination , he was not 
as yet able to determine. 3 
_ Add to all. this, that the Circumftances men- 
bil tioned in the enfuing Narrative, are at this day 
to be feen in the Royal Chancery at Stockholm ; 
and a perfon of my acquaintance ioe me to pro- 
cure a Copy of them under the hands of publick 
Regifters, I defired it: Not to mention that in 
j-§ the year 72. Baron Sparr, who was fent Embaf- 
it fadour from the Crown of Sweden to the Court 
u-§ of England , did upon his word aver the mat- 
h@ ter of Fact recorded here to be undoubtedly true, 
to feveral perfons of Note and Eminency, with 
all other particulars, ftranger than thofe fet down in 
¢@ thefe Papers. And to this purpofe divers Let- 
ters were fent from Sweden. and Hamburgh 
to feveral perfons kere in London; infomuch, 
that {bould a man born in, or acquainted with 


‘are 


thofe parts, hear any perfon difpute the truth of 


of it. he would wonder where people have lived, or 
what fullen humour doth poffefs them, to disbelieve 
ys that which fo many thoufands in that 
Dave felt the fad effet of. 


z Fie 


Kingdom’ 


ent an Exprefs to the-King of Sweden. te..know 
if 
i 
| 
ik 
it. 
if 
| | 
| 
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The Preface. 
Lhat-a Spirit can lift up Men Women, 
and grofér Bodies, into the Air, I gueftion wo 
more, than I doubt that.the Wind can overthrow§ 
or drive Stones upward from their 
tre. And though I cannot comprehend the Phi- 
Lofophie of héscommitting Venereal alts, and -ha- 
wing Children, and thofe Children bringing forth} 
Loads and yet Ican very rattonaly wi 
conceive that be can animate dead Bodies , and@rit 
‘by the help of them commit thofe villanies which an 
modefty bids us to conceal ; and he. that was per-4 Sp 
‘mitted, as we fee in the Gofpel, to poffefs and attu- 
ate living men, and do with them almoft what he wh 
pleafed, why may not he commit wickednefS wi 
Such Inftruments , and caft Mifts before the Wit- alt 
~ches eyes, that they may not know who they'are ? 
: And he that could in Agypt produce Frogs, ei- 
ther real or counterfeit ones, Why may not. he 
be fuppofed to be able to produce lich oads and 
- Serpents out of any mifbapen Creatures, and o 
bis own making? Spirits that know the nature o 
things better than man, and underftand better 
how things are joyned and compounded, and what thi 
the Ingredients of terreftrial Productions are wii 
-and fee things in their firft principles, and haveq. 
- power over the Air, and other Elements, anal 
have a thoufand ways of fhaping things and re-4yity 
prefenting them to the Jenfual minds what 
_ may not they be fuppofed to be able to.do, if they§ fay 
have but God's permiffion to exert their power *¥ am 
and that God doth fometimes permit fuch things Ir’ 
wees. 


2 
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weave reafon to believe, that fee men Sot jase 
fattifh wickeduef’, which very after produces 
that fatal Sentence we read of in. the ; 
He that is filthy, let him be filthy fall. ded 


certainly..chere is fuch a Fudgement, that men 


are gruen up to believe a Lye, and that God fends 
them ftrong Delufions as* punifhments for their 
wilful obftinacy and refifting of the Truth. Spi- 
vits by being Devils do not lofe their nature ; 
and let any man in rege fadnef confider what 
Spirits are faid to be able to do in Scriptare, 
and what they have done, and compare them with 
what is faid in the following Relation , and he 
will not think thofe things she Witches confeffed 


altogether 

I could add a known paffage that ene in 
the year -1659. at Craflen in Bhailefia, of an 
Apothecarie’s Servant. one Chriftopher Maniglf, 
who after his death returned to his Mafter’s Shop, 
and feemed to be mighty bufte there, walked a- 


‘bout in the open Streets, but {poke to no creature 


bat toa Maid-fervant , and then vanifbed; a 
thing which abundance of people , now living , 


will take their Oath upon, that they faw him 
after bis deceafe, at leaft hu fhape, and which 


occaftoned publick Difputations in the Univer-— 


jity of Witemberg; but it’s meedlefs. If the 


ath’Stories related in the foregoimg Book are not 
fufictent to Convince men, I am fure an Ex- 


‘ample. from beyond fea will gain no Credit. 
Tr's enough that I have fhewn Reafons which 


_ may 
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induce my Reader to believe, that he 
not impofed upon by the following -Narrati 
and that it not in the nature of thofe 
phtlets they. cry about the Streets , containing,’ 
very dreadful News from the Country of Art: 
mies fighting in the Air. ~ 
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A Relation of the ftrange Witchraft dif- 
covered in the ilege Mohra in Swedeland , 
taken out of the pub 


ick R egifter of the Lords 
|. Commiffioners appointed by His Majefty the 


k ing of Sweden to examine the whole bufine/s, - 
zn th 


e years of our Lord £669. and 1670. 


HE news of this Witchraft coming to 

the Kings ear , his Maiefty was pleafed 

‘ito appoint Commiffioners, fome of the Cler- 
gy. and fome of the Laity, to make a Journey 
to the Town aforefaid, and to examine the 
whole bufinefs; and accordingly the Exami- 
nation’ was ordered to be on the 13th of Az- 
guft ; and the Commiffioners met on the 12th 
inftant, inthe faid Village, at the Parions 
Houfe, to whom both the Minifter and feve- 
ral people of fafhion complained with tears in 
itheir eyes, of the miferable condition they 
were in, and therefore begg'd ot them to 
think of fome way whereby they might be de- 

| livered from their Calamity. They gave the 
Commiffioners very: ftrange Inftances of the 


Devils Tyranny among them; how by the 


help of Witches,he had drawn fome Hundreds 


of Children to him, and made them fubject 
tohis power; how he hath been feen to go in 


a Vifible fhape through the Country , and ap 
peared 


. | | 
| 
mn 
| | 
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The Collettion 
peared daily to the people; how he had’ 


wrought upon the poorer fort, by prefenting 
them with Meat and Drink , and this way al- 


lured'théht to himfelf with other cirtéumftan:. 


ces to be mefitioned hereafter: The fmhabi- 


tanitS of the’ Village added, with very great fa- | 
micritations , that though their Children had | 

dnd fonght God very earneftly by 
Prayef; they ‘were carrisd away by ‘him ; and 
d of the Lords Commiffioners | 


told all, 
therefore begg’d of the 
to root dit thefe Witches, that they might 
repain their former reftand quietnefs ; dnd the 


rat her .; becdufe the Children which ufed to be 
carried away theré in the County'or Diftrit | 
of Elfdale, fince forthe Witches liad béen burrit 


there, remained unmolefted, 


That day being the laft Humiliation-day In- |} 
{tituted by Authority for the removing of this 


judgment,the Commiffioners went to Church, 
Where there appeared 2 confiderable Aflembly 
both of young and old: the Children could 
read moft of them , and fing Pfalms , and fo 


~ could the Women, though not with any great 


zeal or fervor. There were preached two 


. Sermons that day, in Which the miferable cafe 


of thofe people that fuffered themfelves to be 
deluded by the Devil, was laid open’; and 
thefe Sermons were at faft concludéd with ve- 


The Publick Worfhip being ovér, ‘ell the 


people of the Town weré called tagethier to the 
‘Parfons 
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penalties to conceal nothing of the tra 


10 fay nothing but the sith - thofe efpecially 


~ 


d 


jl promife 
but the guiltlefs weeping and crying bitterly. - 


ftand. this dangerous flood ; after long delibe- 
ration,an Order alfo coming from his Majefty; 
jthey did refolve to execute fuch, as the matter 
of aa could be proved upon, Examination be- 


jing made; for there were difcovered no lefs 


. than Threefcore and ten in the Village afore- 
id, ‘Three and twenty: of which freely con- 
feffing their Crimes, were condemned to dye ; 
the reft,one pretending that fhe was with Child, 
and the other denying and pleading not guilty, 
were fent to Fahluna, where moft of them 
Fifteen Children which likewife confefled that 
they were engaged in this Witchery,died as the 
ref{t; fixand thirty of them between nine and 
fixteen years of age, who had been lefs guilty, 
were forced to run the antler twenty more, 
who had no great inclination, yet had been 
feduced to thofe Hellifh Enterprizes , becaufe 
Zz4 they 


Houfe, near three thoufand of them. 
Silence being commanded,the Kings Commiffi- - 
om was read publickly in the hearing of them 
Jl, and they were charged under vey great 


~, 


were guilty , that the Children might be 
the Clutches of the Devil. “They 
uifed obedience ; the guilty feignedly , | 


On. the 14th of Augu/f the Commiffioners 
met again ; ators how they might with- 


if 
| 
| 
| 


314 The CalleStion 
they were.very young, were condemned to be 
Jafh'd with Rods 


dren was about three hundred. 


On the twenty fifth of Anguft Execution 


was done upen the notorioufly guilty, the day 
being bright and glorious,and the Sun flining, 
and tome thouiands of people being prefent at 


the {pectacle. ‘The Order and Method obfer- | 


ved in the Examination was thus: >. 

Fir(t, the Commitlioners and the Neighbou- 
ring Juflices went to prayer ; this done , the 
Witches,who had moft of them Children with 
them. which they either had Seduced, or at- 
tempted to Seduce , from four years of age to 
fixteen , were fet before them. Some ot the 
Children complained lamentably of the mife- 
ry and mifchief they were forced fometime to 
_ fuffer of the Witches, 


The Children being asked whether they 


were {ure that they were at any time carried a- 
way, by theDevil; they all declared they 
were , begging of the Commiffioners that 
they .might be freed from that intolerable 
, Hereupon the Witches themfelves were af- 
ked, whether the Confeffions of thefe Ghildren 
were true, and admonifhed to confcfs the 


Rods. upon their hands, for three § 
“Sundays together at the Church-door's ‘and the |). \ 
aforefaid fix.and thirty werealfo be } 
“Tafhed this way once a week for a whole year f 
together. The number of the Seduced Chil- 
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chat they might turn away from the Devil un- f 
to the living God. At firft,moft of them did 
ftifly;and without fhedding the leaft-tear, 
it , though much againft their will and 
‘inclination. 
After this, the Children wereExamined e- 
» very one by themfelves, to fee whether their. 
|| Confeffions did agree or 10; and the Com- 
miffioners found that all of them, except fore 
1 very little ones, who could not tellall the Cir- | 
cumftances , did punctually agree in the con- if 
feflion of ‘particulars. 
In the mean while the Commiffioners that 
were. of the Clergy examined the Witches , 
but could not bring them to any Confeffion, all 
continuing ftedfaft in their denyals , till at laft 
‘fome. of them burft. out into tears , and their 
Confeffion agreed with what the Children had 
faid. And thefe.expreffed their abhorrency of 
the fact, and begg’d pardon ; adding, that the 
Devil, whom they call’d Loeyta, had ftopt the 
Mouths of fome of them, and Ears 
¥ of others; and being now gone 


om them a 


they could no longer conceal it , for they now. 

perceived his Treachery. 
The Confeffion which the Witches made in 

Elfdale, to the Judgesthere, agreed with the 
_Confeffion they made at Mobra : and the chief 
‘things they confefled, confifted in thefe three 


poin ts. 


Whi- . 
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1. Whyther they ufed togo. ows 
2. What kind of place it was they went. to, ) | 
called by them Blockula , where the Witches | 


and the Devil ufed to meet. 


3. evil or mifchief they ad either 


done or defigned there. . 


of their Confefftan. 


B of the Province Elfdale , do con- 
Y = fefs that we ufed to go toa gravel-pit 


which lay hard by acrofs-way , and there we 
put on a garment over our heads, and then 


danced round, and after this ran tothe crofs- 
way, and called the Devil thrice , firft with a 
{till voice, the fecond time fomewhat louder, 


and the third time very loud,with thefe words, 
Anteceffor come and carry us to Blockula. Where- 


upon, immediately he ufed to appear, but in 
different Habits ; but for the moft part we faw 


him in a gray Coat , ‘and red and blue Stock- 


ings: he had a red Beard, a high-crown’d Hat, 
with Linnen of divers colours wrapt about it, 
and long Garters upon his Stockings. 

Then he asked us whether we would ferve 
him with Soul and Body. If we were content 


todofo , he fet usona Beaft which he had. 


there ready, and carried us over Churches and 
high walls; and after all, we came to a green 
Meadow where Blockula lies. We muft pro- 

cure 


1. Of their Fourney to Blockula. The Contents 
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of Relations.” any: 
fome fhavings of Altars-, and Church- 
) |) Clocks; and:them he gives! us a horn ‘with a 
Salve’in it, wherewith we do anoint our félves | 
yand then he gives us aSaddle, with a Hammer: t 
-and awooden nail, thereby to fix the Saddle ; i 
_ whereupon we call upon the Devil, and away | | 
_ Thofe that were af the Town of Mobra, | 
/ made in a manner the fame Declaration : being \ 
) asked whether they were fure of a real perfo- | 
/ nal Tranfportation, and whether they were F| 
_ awake then when it was done ; they all anfwe- — 
red in the Affirmative , and that the Devil | | 
) fometimes laid fomething down in the place + 
that was very like them. But oneof them 
confefled , that he did onely takeaway her 
ftrength, and her body lay ftill upon the 
ground; yet fometimes he took even her bo- 
dy with him. 
' Being asked how they could go with their 
Bodies through Chimneys and broken panes of 
| Glafs, they faid, that the Devil did firft remove 
| allthat might hinder them in their flight, and 
fothey had room enough to go. 
Others were asked héa they wereable to 
| carry fomany Children with them; and they 
anfwered, that when the Children wereafleep ~ — 
they came into the Chamber, laid hold of the 
Children , which ftraightway did awake, and’ 
asked‘ them whether they wouldgotoaFeaft 
with them;to which fome anfwer'd;Yes,others 
No 


« 
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No; were all: forced. to go. on- 
ly she a Shirt, a Goat a 
Doublet; which was either red or blue,, 
they ‘did fet then: upon a_beaft of the Devils 
providing, and then they ridaway. 

The Children confefled the fame thing; and 
fome added , that becaufe they had 
-oaths.put upon them, they willing | 
£0120. 
“Some ofthe Children concealed it thegr 
Bs rents, but others difcover'd it to o them pre- 
tent} Vo 

The Witches deckasind moreover, that till of 
late they never had that power to carry away 
Children, but onely this year andthe daft, anu 
the. Devil-did at this time force them to Hy. 9) 

‘that heretofore it was. fufficient to. carry bu. 
one ‘of their Children, or aftrangers Chika 
with them, which yet hapned feldom, but now 
he did plague them and whip them if they 
did not procure him Children, infomuch that § jn 
they had no peace _nor quictforhim; and § py 
‘whereas formerly one journey a week would . 
ferve turn, from their. own Townto the place 

@forefaid, now the¥ were forced to run to o- 

ther Townsand places for Children, and that 
fome of them did bring with them, fome co 
teen, fome fixteen Children every night. — At 
For:their journey they faid they made ule nig 

of allforts of Inftruments, of Beafts, of Men, ing 
of and Potts , according astheyhad op- 
“4 por- Br 


/ | 
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ity : if do ride! upon Goats, ‘and’ 
| have many Chien with alt in 
have room, they ftick a fpit into the backfi ‘ 
of the Goat , , and then areaninted with the: 
aforefaid ointment. What the manner’ 
| their’ Jourtiey “is God alorie knows. - Thus’ 
much was made out, That if the Children’ 
did. at any time name the Names of thofé that’ 
had carried them away, they were agair? ¢at-' 
riéd by forceeither to Blockula, or to the’ Gres. 
way, and thére imiferably beaten, ‘infoihtich | 
that fome of them died -of it’: and this fore’ } 
of the Witches confeffed ; and added , | 
| now they were ‘exceedingly troubled and 
their mindsforit. 
3. "The Children thus ufed lookt mighty bak, 
Wan, and beaten. . The marks of “the 
the Judges could not perceive in them, exespti 
in‘one Boy, wlio had fome ‘wounds’ and hole? 
in his Back that were given hint with Thorris'; 
bat thieWitches faid they would quickly vattith. 
‘After this ufagé the Children are. exceediri: 
weak ; and if any becarried over-night, ‘they! 
cannot recover themfelves the next day }-and . 
this happens 'to.them by fits: And if 
comes upon them, they lean on their Mothers — 
Arms, who'fit with them up fometinies ‘all 
night;and when they obferve the Palenefs’ come 
ing,they fhake the Children,but‘to no purpoie: 
They obferve further, that ‘their Childrens: 
Breafts grow cold at fuch times; and whe 
ta 


| 
| 
| 


The Colleétivn 
take fometimes burning! Candlé and ‘tick it 


them-Hair , which’ yet is Hot! burnt. by 


They {woun up pon: this palenefs; which Swoun: 
half an’ hour, fometimes an 


hour, fometimes two hours; and when the: 


ren come sto, themfelves they 
mourn, and lament, and groaf moft miferay: 
bly;; and’ beg exceedingly to be eafed: Thig 


two, old men declared upon Oath befare the. 


Judges,, and called.4l the of the: 
Town.to. witnefs, as perfons that had moft of 
» them experience of this ftrange Symptome of 
thein Children.) | 

A little girl of Elfdale confefled, That na- 
ming the name of fefus-as fhe was carried 
away, the fell fudderily upon the Ground, and 
gota great hole in: her Side, which, the Devil 

prefently healed; up again, and away he carried: 
‘and to this day ¢he girl conteed fhe had. 
exceeding great pain,in her fides -;, 

- Another - Boy: confefled too; That one day, 
he Was carried away by his Miftril.;, and 
perform the Journey he took his'own Father’s 
Horfe out of the Meadow where,it was, and 

ypor his reture let ithe Horle inher own 

ground. 
‘isthe rhoraing, the Boys Father fought 
Horfe;' and not finding it, gave it over. 
OF 
anddo his Father. fetcht. the Horfe backs again ; 
and this.onc.of thie Witches confefled. of 
2. 


but theBoy told him the whole ftory, } 


W 
ti 
di 
in 
W 
t 
in 
fa 
th 
Bi 
de 
t] 
Ca 
as 
Bi 
tc 


- 


Relatiotis! 321 


Mie place they ufed to dffemble, 
oF ie ple what they did there. 


Hey unanimoutly confefled that Blockula 
Tvs is {cituated in a delicate large Meadow 
whereof you can fee no end. The place or houfe 
they miet at, had before it a Gate painted with 
divers.colours; through this Gate they went 
into a little Meadow diftiné& from the other, 
‘where, the Beafts went that they ufed to ride 
on: But the Men whom they made ufe of in 
their Journey, ftood in the Houfe by the Gate 
in pofture, fleeping againft-the 
Ww 

.. Ina huge large Room of this Houfe, they 
faid, there ftood a very long Table, at which 
‘the Witches did fitdown : And that hard by © 
this Room was another Chamber where there 
were very lovely and delicate Beds. 

The firft thing they faid they muft do at 
Blockula was, That they muft deny all, and 
devote themfelves Body and Soul to the De- 
yil, and promife to ferve him faithfully , and 
confirm all this withan Oath. Hereupon they 
cut their Fingers, and with their bloud writ. 
their Name inhis Book. They added, that he 
-caufed them to be Baptized too. by fuch Priefts 
-as he had there, and made them confirm their 

,Baptifm with dreadful Oaths and Impreca- 
tions. 


Hereupon 
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322 The Colletion 
Hereupon the ‘Devil gave them a Purt, 


wherein there were fhavin of Chocks: with 


a Stone tied to it, which they threw into the 


Water, and: then weré forced’ to {pedk* thele F* 
words ; As thefe Shavings of the Clock do never F™ 
return to the Clock from which they are taken, ¥ 


fo may my Soul never retura'to Heaven. To 
which they add Blafphemy and other Oaths 
and Curfes. 


The mark of their cut Fingers is not found F 
in all of them : But a Girl who had beeh P" 
flafhed over her Fingers, declared, That becaufe f 


fhe would not ftretch out her Fingerg, the 

- Devilin anger had fo cruelly 
After this they fate’ down to Table and 

thofe that the Devil efteemed moft, were pla- 


ced neareft to him; but the Children muft [ ! 
ftand at the door, where he himfelf gives them < 


‘meatand drink, 

The diet they did ufe to have there, was, 
they faid, Broth with Colworts and Bacon ‘in 
it, Oatmeal, Bread fpread with Butter, Milk 
‘aid Cheefe. And they added, that fometimes 


it tafted very well, and fometimes very ill. F 
_After meals they went to Dancing, and in ne : 


mean while Swear and Curfe moft dreadful 
~and afterward they went to fighting one witl 
another. 


Thofe of Elfdale confefied, That the Devil | 


~ufed to play upon an Harp before them , and 
“afterwards to go with them that he liked ‘beft | 
‘into 
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where he committed venere- 
ous Acts with them ; and this indeed all con- 
That hid carnal ktiowledge of them, 
What the Devil had Sons anid Daughters 

which he did marry together, and they did* 
and ‘Prought forth Toads arid Ser- 


Oe day the Devil feettied to be dead; 
. mn there was great lamentation at 
Blockula but he foon awaked again. If he 
val a mind to be merry with them, he lets 
we ll ride upon Spits before him ; takes 
fora ds the Spits and beats them black and 
lué, and then laughs at them. And he bids 
hem bélieve that the day of Judgement 
will come fpeedily , and therefore es them 
Work to build a great Houfe of Stone, pro- 
mifing , that in that Houfe he will preferve 
hem from God’s Fury, and caufe them to 
njoy the greateft delights and pleafures : 
ut while they work excéeding hard at it, 
hefe falls a great part of the Wall down a- 


only hurty which makes him laugh, but pre- 
ently he cures them again. 


freat Devil like a Dragon with fire round a- 
. bout him, and bound with an Iron Chain ; 
 knd the Devil that converfes with them tells 
0 hem, that if they confefs any thing, he will 
ott that Great Devil loofe upon them where- 
Aaa by 


rain, whereby fome of the Witches are com. . 


| They faid they had feen fometimes a very — 
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by, all. Swedeland fhall come jnto-great 
They added, That the Devil had-a Church§ 
there, fuch another as is in the ‘Town of Mobra 
When the Commiffioners were coming , Hef” 
told the Witches, they fhould. not'.fear them 
for he would certainly kill them all. An 
they, confeffed,, that fome of them had attem- 
pted to murther the Commiffioners , but had 
not been abletoeffectit..° - 
Some. of the Children. talked. much of and 
white Angel which ufed to forbid. them av 
ing what the Devil -had-bid them.do, and tol 
them that thofe doings fhould not: laft long} ™ 
what had been done, liad been permitted. bef ®4 
caufe of the wickednets of the People , ‘ane her: 
the carrying away of the Cluldrem fhould by 
made maniteft. And they added ,- that tht tour 
white Angel would place himfelf fomerimeg 
at the Door betwixt the Witches and the Chilf 4" 
dren ; and when they came to Blockula he pull 5 
. Jed the Children back, but the Witches they20y 
went in. d 
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Mi Mifchief or which the Witches 
to Men and Beafts. 
y. confefled that they were to pro- 
mife the Devil that they would do all 
vijthat’s Ill ; and that the Devil taught them to 
Milk, which was in this wife : They ufed to 
a Knife.in the Wall, and hang a kind of 
“Ta Label on it, which they drew and ftroaked ; 
_gand as long as'this lafted, the perfons that they 
oj have pqwer:over were miferably plagued, and 
rf the Beafts were milked that way, till fome- 
5 times they died of it. 
Woman confefled , that the Devil gave 
1. Ber a’ wooden Knife, wherewith, going into 
houfes , fhe had power to kill “any thing fhe 
‘: touched with it ; yet there were few that would 
eg contefs that vr had hurt any man or wo- 
man. 
Being “whether they had murthered: 
sy any Children, they. confefled, that they had 
‘lirdéed tormented them, but did not know 
| whether any-of them had died of thofe pla ee 
And.added , ‘That.the Devil had fhewed 


The Minifter of Elfdale declared, That one 
night thefe Watches. were,, to his thinking, up- 
an ithe: crown of his Head, and that from 
thence she had hada long continued pain of the 
Head. Aaa 2 One 


feveral places where he had power to do mi 
‘| chief... 


| 
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One of the Witches confefled too, that the 
Devil had fent.her,to, torment that. Minifter ; 
and that fhe. was. ordered to, Nail: and 
{trike it into his head, but it would not enter 
very deep; and -hence.camethat. Head-ach. 

_ The aforefaid Minifter. faid alfo, Fhat one 
night he felt a pain. as.if it were. torn with. aa. 


‘ument, that:they clean. with, 


Flax-comb ;, and. when’ he. waked he heard: 


fome-body feratching and (craping at the Win- 


dow, but could fee And one the. 
Witches confefled, that fhe saiuniiaeiion that. 
did it, being fent by the.Devil: 


The Minifter of Mobre, declared: alfo, that: 


one night one, of thefe/Witches came into: his 
houfe, and fo. violently. take. him,by. the. 
Throat, that, he thought fhould have been. 
choaked ; ‘and: he faw the,perfon, that: 
did it, but. could not, know. her; and. that for: 
fome Weeks he was not able to fpeak, or per-. 
form Divine Service. 

An.Qld woman. of: Eifdale confetied, that: 


- the, Deyil. had holpen. her to.make-a. Nail, 


which fhe, ftruck into.a,.beys. Knee,. of: which 


the. Boy. remained "Jame a Jong,.time. 


And fhe added. that before.fhe burnt, or was. 
Executed by the hand of Juftice,the boy would 
recover, 

They confeffed alfo., that the, Devil: gives. 
them a Beaft! about the bignefs and.flape of 
young, Cat., which: they. calla Carrier’; 
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that: hie gives.theny a 
ven, but white. And:thefe two creatures t 

can fend any where; and where-ever they 
cotae;they take away: alldorts of Vidtualsthey 
can get; Butter, Cheefe, Milk,’ Bacon) and-alf- 
forts.of: Seeds whatever they finds, ‘and carry 
if, tothe Witch, What the 


keep: fori themfelves ; bur what’ tle Care’ 


brings: they:muft referve the: Devil 
and that's brought Blockala, 
give them of it fo much ashe thinksfit, =~ 
' ‘They add likewife, that thefe Carriers fill 


. themfelves fo full , fometimes, that they are 


forced to fpew by the way, which {pewing is 
found in feveral Gardens whereColworts grow, 
and not far from the houfes of thofe Witches, 
It is of a yellow colour like Gold, and is called 
Butter of Witches. — 

. The Lords Commiffioners were indeed very 


earneft,and took great pains to perfwade them — 


to fhew fome of their Tricks, but to no pur- 
pofe; for they did‘alliunanimoufly confefs, 
that fince they had confeffed all , they found 
that all their Witchcraft was gone, and that 
the Devil at this time appeared to them very 
terrible, with Claws on his Hands and Feet,. 
and with Horns on his Head,and along Tailbe-. 
hind, and fhewed to them a Pit burning, with 
a Hand put out; but the Devil did thruft the 
perfon-down again with an Iron-fork; and 
fuggefted to the Witches, thaset that if they 
cOr- 
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continued i ini their Conifeffion, he will nie with’ 
in the fame manner. 


“The abovelaid is out bof 
Publick Regifter, where all this is related with 
more Circumftances. And:at this time through: 
all the Coustry there are.Prayers weekly in: 
all Churches; ::to:the end that Almighty God: 
would: pull down the Devils ‘Power, and deli-: 
ver thofe poor: Creatures which have hit herto: 
it. 
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